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Dear Friends:

The 2002 short legislative session has ended.
While we passed several important pieces of legisla-
tion, | am disappointed we did not reach agreement
on a major tax restructuring plan or address the state
budget deficit.

I voted for a plan in the House that would have offset expected
property tax increases, created a better climate for economic growth
and addressed the current state budget deficit intensified by the
national recession. | believe this proposal, while not perfect,
answered some of the questions about fairness and equity that have
long plagued our tax systems. Additionally, it would have reduced
property taxes substantially for Northwest Indiana.

I thought we should confront these issues now rather than later
if we are to avoid cutting important state services, including fund-
ing for public education. Unfortunately, we were unable to establish
a compromise in the closing days of the session. It concerns me that
some of my colleagues are unwilling to do anything to address the
short-term financial stability of our state. | am hopeful that during
the special session we will be able to resolve the tax restructuring
and budget deficit issues to protect education.

Despite my concerns about the budget deficit and taxes, | am
pleased we did enact several proposals to help a variety of Hoosiers.
We passed landmark public safety and anti-terrorism legislation,
enacted a number of provisions that protect children and approved
several health care initiatives. | have detailed a number of those new
laws inside this newsletter.

Please contact me if you have questions or concerns about state
government. You can e-mail me at H19@in.gov or call toll free at
1-800-382-9842.

o

Thank you,

eHealth care initiatives

*Protecting children




House blocked on
budget, tax bill

Legislators reached the
March 14 deadline for adjourn-
ment without an agreement on
restructuring Indiana's tax code
and resolving the deficit in the
biennial state budget. House
Bill 1004, which passed out of
the House, addressed the imme-
diate fiscal crisis facing Indiana.
With the slowing of the national
economy the state will not be
able to provide the levels of sup-
port contained in the current
biennial state budget. That
means the state will be forced to
make some difficult decisions,
cutting programs and reducing
funding for home health care
services, higher education and
our local schools. The version of
HB 1004 that passed out of the
House attempted to reduce the
deficit by increasing taxes on
cigarettes and gaming, making
additional cuts and transferring
funds to maintain schools and
higher education.

House Bill 1004 also
sought to overhaul the state's tax
code by making it more fair and
equitable, while creating an
environment that fostered con-
tinued economic growth. It
included an increase in the state
sales tax and the corporate net
income tax, but benefitted
homeowners and businesses in
many ways, most importantly
by protecting home, farm and
business owners from the large
property tax increases expected
as a result of the upcoming
reassessment.

Legislature stands together on public safety laws
Lawmakers act against terrorism, other threats

After the terrorist attacks of
September 11, officials across the
country took a serious look at the
ability of local emergency systems
to respond to a similar threat. The
members of the Indiana General
Assembly passed several laws dur-
ing this session to help meet the
challenge of our
new defense
requirements.

House Bill
1001, which I co-
authored, estab-
lishes a Counter-
Terrorism and
Safety Council
(C-TASC) that
will serve as the
coordinating state
agency for emer-
gency manage
ment response to
terrorist acts.
Chaired by the

the service charge will also be
used to alleviate the state police
crime laboratory backlog.

The law includes penalties
for several terrorist and public
safety issues, including:
= money laundering to support
terrorist activi-
ties
« restrictions on
the issuance of
commercial dri-
ver’s licenses
and hazardous
materials
endorsements

« penalties con-
cerning regulat-
ed explosives or
devices, the pos-
session of a
weapon of mass
destruction or
the intent to

lieutenant gover-
nor, the council
will develop anti-
terrorism strategy, including plac-
ing an affiliate of the council in
each county, coordinating efforts
with the U.S. Office of Homeland
Security, and implementing coun-
terterrorism training in the state
law enforcement academy.

Part of a $1.25 BMV service
charge will be used to develop an
integrated wireless public safety
system to help connect agencies
across the state in case of an emer-
gency (see article on Project
Hoosier SAFE-T). A portion of
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cause a person
to believe that a
substance is a
weapon of mass
destruction

= disorderly conduct on airport
premises

= interruption or impairment of
work at a food processing facility

= the expulsion of a student who
brings a destructive device on
school property.

While no one foresaw the
devastation of the September
attacks, we are taking every step
possible to maintain Indiana’s
safety to the fullest extent.

Project Hoosier SAFE-T

Part of the new anti-ter-
rorism law provides funding
for Project Hoosier SAFE-T, a
system allowing public safety
agencies to communicate with
each other during emergen-
cies.

Any event that crosses
county lines, such as a severe
storm, a police chase or a fatal
accident puts the first respon-
ders and the victims at risk if
officials are unable to cooper-
ate and respond quickly.

This system will connect
all participating local, state
and federal public safety agen -
cies. Eliminating incompatible
or obsolete radio systems will
save Hoosier lives.

Animal torture bill

becomes law

The FBI has identified ani-
mal abuse as one of the indica-
tors of possible violent behavior
against humans. Studies have
linked animal cruelty to domestic
violence, child abuse, serial
killings and the recent rash of
killings by school-age children.

After two regrettable inci-
dents in Indiana involving the
torture of dogs, legislators creat-
ed a new law this year to prevent
animal cruelty. House Bill 1223
makes torturing or mutilating an
animal a Class D felony, with an
exception for shelters that eutha-
nize animals in accordance with
state guidelines.

Child protection remains a top
legislative priority

This year some of our finest work in the
legislature came in passing laws to improve
upon the safety of Indiana’s children. The
Amber Alert program, set forth in Senate
Bill 20, establishes a missing child network.
This includes a statewide, toll-free telephone
line to report missing children and sightings
of missing children, a clearinghouse of child
identification and investigative information, and agreements with local
television stations to broadcast information about a missing child.

Legislators took several steps against sexual predators. Senate Bill
482 toughens laws against soliciting a child over the Internet, permitting
a police officer to pose undercover as a child in order to capture offend-
ers. This law also makes it a crime to fondle oneself in front of a child.

In recent years there has been an increase of Websites that specialize
in photos of children and child pornography. House Bill 1010 contains
language specifying that state laws dealing with child exploitation, pos-
session of child pornography and obscenity apply to these digital images.
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Organ donor and other health care legislation
from this Session

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks, many looked for ways
to provide assistance to their fellow Americans. We see that compassion-
ate spirit in various forms, including organ and bone marrow donation.
Until recently, volunteers were charged a $90 fee to donate, preventing
some people from making a donation. House Bill 1049 waives that fee,
using funds from the state's Anatomical Gift Promotion Fund.
Lawmakers believe that waiving the fee will encourage more people to
donate, increasing the pool of donors and thus the potential for a match
between donors and recipients.

Improving Hoosier health care is the object of several other new
laws created this year. House Bill 1252 broadens guidelines to permit
more self-directed in-home care. Thanks to Senate Bill 213, emergency
medical technicians will be able to administer epinephrine to patients
experiencing severe allergic reactions or anaphylactic shock. In the event
of Medicaid cuts, the mentally ill will still receive necessary drugs pre-
scribed to treat diseases like bipolar disorder, schizophrenia and major
depression with the passage of House Bill 1233. Finally, Indiana will join
the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact with House Bill 1297, which
permits a licensed nurse in any state that is a member of the compact to
practice here without having to obtain a new license.



Stay in touch with
Representative Kuzman online

The state Website provides a great deal of infor-
mation about state government, the legislative

& & z QG ¢
process and other related items. The main site at O ——
. - 3 - access | Agencylisng  Policies  Contact Network
www.in.gov offers a nice starting point to explore LG, INDIANAKOUSE DEMOGATS
. . . .. REP. BOB KUZMAN
government in Indiana. You may even listen to 03 e T

e ter for Hoosiers
1 i 1 I beli s role should b
audio of the Indiana General Assembly while the DR 1 o roccors n mproving i
o - - - E-MAILREP.KUZWAN  qu/ality of life by providing adequate 4
Ieg IS I atU re IS I n SESS I O n . SESSION INFORMATION funding for essential services such as
oo vouLKkeTo | education and public safety. I believe
. - - ;Erg:::j:s it is every ci{izen"s right to have an
From www.in.gov you may visit my homepage open dor o helr govemmert and
e aic A moe) encourage anyone with a concern to
1 1 NEWSLETTERS contact me."
at www.in.gov/H19 and that of other state offi-

PERSONAL LINKS

cials and state agencies. Information is available on || ==
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resources for recreation and cultural events. _ ;
E-mail: H19@in.gov

I encourage you to visit the Website and explore items
related to the legislature and to our district. You'll find a
map of our district and links to recent newsletters and press releases. | hope that you'll
visit often to stay in touch with me and with events that impact District 19.
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